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The Ministry of Youth and Sports has 
adopted a number of youth and sports ini-
tiatives and programs aimed at promoting 
and supporting the values of citizenship and 
belonging, including the “Towards a Youth 
Vision to Confront Extremism and Terrorism” 
program in cooperation with the Al-Azhar 
Observatory for Combating Terrorism. The 
program aimed to educate and inform 
young people about the latest ways in 
which they are targeted by terrorist orga-
nizations and those with extremist views, 
and to confront extremism and terrorism 
with constructive moderate thinking and 
positive behavior. In addition, the program 
promoted values of citizenship and social 
responsibility, spreading a culture of citi-
zenship, carried out dialogue within uni-
versities under the title “Political Islamiza-
tion” in cooperation with the Egyptian Dar 
al-Ifta, and seminars on extremist thought 

and correcting misconceptions among young 
people within the monthly plan of the Youth 
Forum clubs in youth centers and universities, 
and artistic competitions to renounce violence, 
promote moderate thought and accept the 
other.

The Ministry of Culture organized a series 
of events and activities that promote societal 
awareness of the topics of religious freedoms, 
to consolidate cultural identity, to enhance 
citizenship values and to renounce fanaticism 
and extremist ideas. Events included: a 
meeting titled “Social Tolerance”, in which a 
number of topics were presented, such as: 
acceptance of the other and differences of 
ideas and beliefs, and how to attain peace; 
a lecture titled “Terrorism and Extremism”; a 
lecture titled “Art in Confronting Terrorism”; a 
lecture titled “Religious Freedom in Religions 
from the Perspective of Islam”; a lecture titled 
“The Importance of Media in Confronting In-
tellectual Extremism and Promoting Positive 
Values”; a symposium titled “Promoting 
the values of citizenship and confronting 
extremist thought”; and a symposium titled 
“Immunizing youth against the invasion of 
extremist thought and terrorism”.
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Fourth:   Efforts to Promote Citizenship

The Ministry of Social Solidarity, under the slogan “We are all Egyptians … Diversity is Strength”, 
has allocated a budget of 12 million pounds for a period of one year, provided by the fund concerned 
with supporting non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and institutions in the Ministry. The alloca-
tion aimed to support eight NGOs to implement the interventions required in the plan to enhance the 
values and practices of citizenship in some of the most affected villages with sectarian events in Minya 
Governorate, and these interventions varied to include the following:

•	Citizenship Committees: They are trained 
community committees that work in 44 villages 
distributed over nine administrative markazs 
(regions). Their members have been trained 
on the concept of citizenship, acceptance 
of religious and cultural diversity, teamwork 
skills and volunteering, and the integration 
of all segments of society into development 
and cultural interventions in order to curb 
the phenomena of extremism among youth 
and society. The criteria for selecting these 
committees reflect the religious, generation-
al and sexual diversity and persons with dis-
abilities in the community. They also include 
representatives of local NGOs and popular 
leaders in the participating villages.

•	“Youth for Citizenship”: A team of young 
volunteers has been prepared, comprising 
150 young men and women, in its first 
phase, to develop their capacities on the 
values of volunteer work and teamwork 
within the framework of the culture of 
citizenship. The volunteer team is based on 
containing sectarian events and spreading 
a culture of acceptance of the other among 
peers and young people. The volunteer 
team, in cooperation with NGOs and Minya 
Governorate, organized at the end of 2020 a 
week of citizenship in a village in Minya that 
was exposed to some sectarian rumors. That 
week included cultural and artistic activities 
for children and environmental activities for 
the cleaning and beautification of the village, 
therapeutic services and medical convoys.
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• “Know Minya” program: implementing the program to visit the Pharaonic, Christian and Islamic 
cultural and touristic sites in the governorate in cooperation with the Antiquities Authority in Minya, 
in order to familiarize the youth of the targeted villages with the Egyptian identity that is rich in re-
ligious and cultural pluralism, which contributes to the consolidation of a culture of pluralism and 
acceptance of the other.

• Seven targeted villages were included, where food commodities, blankets and clothes were distrib-
uted to 1,401 families within the framework of partnership with the Long Live Egypt Fund to launch 
the largest humanitarian convoy to support the most vulnerable families.

The Ministry of Social Solidarity has also integrated 
the component of cultural awareness and upgrading 
societal attitudes and behaviors of citizens in the 
villages of Decent Life Initiative in the first phase through 
the activities of the “Wa’i” (awareness) program for 
community development, which included 300 cultural, 
community and service activities, targeting 60,000 
families. The Ministry carried out these activities in part-
nership with NGOs, in order to enhance community 
participation and community citizenship practices.

In 2020, the Ministry of Social Solidarity 
conducted a study on “The Development Needs 
of North Sinai Governorate and its six admin-
istrative Region)”, conducted by the National 
Center for Social and Criminal Research. 
The study included a detailed presentation of 
the living conditions and development needs 
of North Sinai. In response to the study, the 
Ministry of Social Solidarity allocated 25 million 
pounds for the year 2021, to implement a set of 
social protection interventions and development 
activities aimed at enhancing community par-
ticipation and the culture and practices of 
citizenship for citizens in North Sinai. Inter-
ventions include social, economic and health 
aspects. In 2020, the Ministry of Social Solidarity 
prepared a research plan on “The Economic 
and Social cost of Extremist Thought and 
Terrorism in Egypt with a Comparative Study of 
Some Islamic Countries”. This study has been 
implemented during 2021 with the aim of con-

tributing to the development of national govern-
mental and societal policies and programs to 
combat terrorism and extremism.

The Ministry of Social Solidarity launched 
the “Awareness Program for Community 
Development” in 2020, and decided to integrate 
the awareness component into all social 
protection and care programs of the Ministry 
of Social Solidarity and partner NGOs. The 
Program aims to strengthen the positive values 
and behaviors of the Egyptian family against 
negative beliefs and practices that lead to the 
persistence of poverty and exacerbate negative 
societal problems and phenomena, foremost of 
which is extremism and religious intolerance. 
The Program works to empower all members 
of the Egyptian family and to enable them to 
obtain correct and documented scientific, 
religious and legal information and knowledge, 
so that they can reject negative practices and 
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adopt trends and behaviors that drive human 
development and community peace. In this 
context, the awareness program identified 
12 basic topics to protect the Egyptian family 
from negative effects, foremost of which is the 
promotion of citizenship values and respect for 
diversity, education and knowledge, healthy 
lifestyles, and positive Parenting.

The Ministry of Social Solidarity has also 
prepared a special booklet on the issue of citi-

zenship and respect for diversity, to consolidate 
positive values. The booklet includes simpli-
fied messages to the public, especially young 
people, about the challenges of extremist 
thought and its danger to societal security, and 
the religious, civilizational and cultural diversity 
that constitute Egyptian Character throughout 
the ages, and Egyptian citizenship as a consti-
tutional and legal framework that includes All 
Egyptians without religious, ethnic, sexual or 
social discrimination.

Fifth:   Egyptian Efforts in the International to Promote the Culture of Peace 
and Religious Freedoms

The importance that Egypt lays within the 
framework of multilateral diplomacy at the 
United Nations in the field of culture of peace 
and the promotion of the values of citizenship 
and religious freedoms stems from its civilized 
position as a beacon of moderation and coex-
istence; and from the reality of its responsibil-
ity to actively contribute to efforts to promote 
constructive dialogue among religions and cul-
tures; and to address cases of discrimination, 
stereotype, and stigmatization of people on the 
ground of their religious beliefs.

In January 2021, the United Nations General 
Assembly adopted a resolution submitted by 
Egypt, Saudi Arabia and Morocco, in partner-
ship with a number of friendly countries, titled 
“Promoting a Culture of Peace and Tolerance 
to Safeguard Religious Sites”. This resolution 
comes in light of the rise of cases of religious 
intolerance and discrimination on the basis 
of religion, and the growing need to promote 
the values of citizenship, coexistence and ac-
ceptance of the other. The resolution urges all 

The “Aswan Forum for Sustainable Peace and Development”, whose second edition was 
held from 1 to 5 March 2021
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states to take effective measures to address 
calls of national, racial or religious hatred that 
account for  incitement to discrimination or vio-
lence. The resolution also condemns all attacks 
on religious sites, and calls on states to support 
the United Nations Action Plan to Safeguard 
Religious Sites. 

The resolution also calls on the Secretary-Gen-
eral of the United Nations to organize a global 
conference aimed at taking specific measures 
in order to implement the United Nations Ac-
tion Plan to Safeguard Religious Sites, prepared 
by the United Nations Alliance of Civilizations, 
emphasizing that the primary responsibility in 
this regard rests with states.

Egypt’s President also launched the “Aswan Fo-
rum for Sustainable Peace and Development”, 
whose second edition was held from 1 to 5 
March 2021, under the title “Shaping Africa’s 
New Normal: Recovering Stronger, Rebuilding 
Better”. The Forum, which was held virtually, 
witnessed a wide international participation 
that included a number of African leaders and 
senior officials of regional and international   

organizations. The Forum served as a platform 
for dialogue and interaction between political 
and thought leaders, peace makers, develop-
ment partners and experts from all countries of 
the continent and abroad to discuss prospects 
for linking peace and development in a sus-
tainable manner; in line with the comprehen-
sive Egyptian vision to combat terrorism, and 
to contribute to supporting the countries of the 
continent in implementing the United Nations 
Sustainable Development 2030 Agenda and 
the African Union 2063 Agenda.

Egypt also actively participates in high-lev-
el international and UN meetings related to 
combating terrorism, most notably the United 
Nations Counter-Terrorism Week held in June 
2021, during which Egypt’s vision and com-
prehensive approach to combating terrorism 
and extremism were reviewed. Egypt also con-
tributed to the development of the UN Global 
Counter-Terrorism Strategy and its alignment 
with most recent developments, as part of the 
seventh review process of the strategy that was 
approved in June 2021.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs participated in meetings 
held within the framework of the international coalition 
to defeat ISIS, foremost of which was the ministerial 
meeting held in Rome in June 2021, and the meeting 
of the small group held at the level of political directors 
in Brussels on December 2, 2021; in addition to the pe-
riodic meetings of the working group emanating from 
the coalition that dealt with ways to enhance the efforts 
of member states to confront ISIS.

In November 2021, the Minister of Foreign Affairs chaired the session of the African Peace and Secu-
rity Council held via video conference on combating extremist thought and the financing of terrorism, 
within the framework of the work program of the Egyptian presidency of the African Peace and Secu-
rity Council during the month of November. 



20 Thematic Human Rights Reports

The Minister of Foreign Affairs emphasized that 
the Peace and Security Council’s handling of the 
issue of combating extremist thought and the 
financing of terrorism is consistent with the out-
comes of the Council’s session held at the sum-
mit level on January 27, 2018, chaired by the 
President. The outcomes emphasized the impor-
tance of preparing national strategies to combat 
and prevent extremist thought in a manner that 
takes into account addressing the root causes of 
the phenomenon of terrorism, as well as calling 
on African countries to take the necessary mea-
sures to dry up sources of terrorism funding. The 
outcomes also emphasized the intellectual and 
ideological dimensions, representing one of the 
most important pillars of Egypt’s comprehensive 
approach to combat terrorism, as this approach 
is not limited to the security dimensions only, but 
also includes the economic, social and cultural 
dimensions.

The Egyptian Foreign Ministry continues its 
efforts to correct misinformation about the de-
velopments in the situation of religious freedoms 

in Egypt by reviewing the efforts made by the 
President to correct religious discourse and 
highlight the true image of Islam and disseminate 
its tolerant principles and address allegations 
of terrorism and hatred; and emphasizing that 
Egypt does not consider Copts as a minority, as 
the Egyptian people represents a single fabric 
that enjoys the same rights and duties.

The Egyptian State also seeks to consolidate the 
principle of citizenship and national unity with-
out discrimination or exception, in addition to 
shedding light on the State’s efforts in the field 
of protecting freedom of belief. In this context, 
the Egyptian ambassadors abroad conducted a 
number of interviews with groups of members of 
the French National Assembly, the French Sen-
ate, the German Parliament, and a number of 
officials of the Romanian and New Zealand’s 
Foreign Ministries, in addition to continuous 
communication with the Egyptian community in 
the United States of America, who plays a role 
in highlighting the reality of religious freedom 
conditions in Egypt.

Sixth:   Communication with Egyptians Living  Abroad

The Ministry of State for Migration and Egyptian Expatriates Affairs continued to open chan-
nels of communication with Egyptians abroad to link them to their home country and enhance     
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 their loyalty and belonging. In this context, the 
Ministry held more than one camp for the activ-
ities of the “Speak Arabic” initiative for Egyptian 
children residing abroad in a number of coun-
tries, including Bahrain, England, Australia, 
France and Belgium, with the aim of introduc-
ing them to the authentic Egyptian customs and 
traditions and inviting them to adhere to their 
national identity and not just speak the Arabic 
language.

The Ministry launched the “National Strategy 

for Youth Studying Abroad”, which aims to cre-
ate a major component of all the events and 
activities organized by the Ministry for the chil-
dren of students abroad. The strategy also aims 
towards the establishment of the Ministry’s Di-
alogue Center for Egyptian Students Abroad, 
which serves as a platform to encourage sus-
tainable communication and dialogue among 
all Egyptian expatriate children to increase their 
connection with their country; so that they do 
not abandon their country and participate in the 
construction and development plans.

The Minister of Emigration participated in a 
number of events that addressed the most 
important topics of interest to the Egyptian 
communities living abroad, including: a 
seminar titled “Egyptians Abroad and Bridges 
of Communication”, “The First Logos Forum” 
for the youth of the Coptic Orthodox Church, 
and the fifth camp for the fourth and fifth 
generations of Egyptians Abroad, in Sharm El 
Sheikh.

The Minister of Emigration agreed with the Minister of Education, on the importance of the availability 
of books of religion and values and the acceptance of the other for the children of Egyptians abroad 
to protect them from extremist ideas and link them to their identity, and to benefit from the “speak 
Arabic” application to teach the Arabic language. The two ministries completed the system of affirm-
ing the Egyptian identity in the educational curricula and keeping pace with Egypt’s Vision 2030, as 
well as making it available on the “Speak Egyptian” application, which was launched by the Ministry 
of Emigration; preserving the Egyptian national and cultural identity, and consolidating the sense of 
belonging among Egyptian children residing abroad.


